	Date
	Assignments due today:
	Topic
	Lab
	Readings due by today:

	8/31
	
	Multimedia storytelling and social media in journalism

Living with Less
Developing story ideas.
	Set up WordPress and Twitter accounts
	

	9/14
	
	Linear and nonlinear story structure.

Conceptualizing a multimedia package.

Blogs as an ongoing conversation.

Blog writing style.
	Revising your home page, adding a new HTML page, putting photos on your Web site.
	Ward, Chapters 1 and 2; Briggs, Introduction, Chapters 1, 5, 6.

MediaShift: Your Guide to Blogging; Journalism That Clicks; Essentials of a multimedia journalism package.

	9/18
	Research post 1 (3 ideas for semester project); Reporting post 1 (interview someone for basic background information on your preferred project idea); Reaction post 1 (Look over one of the following pairs of online stories and write a reaction to them focusing on how the multimedia  story increases reader understanding. Post this reaction to your blog, including a link to both stories you discuss.

a) Baltimore Sun German Bakery article vs. Baltimore Sun German Bakery slideshow
b) Second Chechen War overview vs. The Enemy Within multimedia presentation)

2) Choose three projects you would be interested in looking at and critiquing from this list and/or among these: And a Song Shall Carry Them Home;

Stoves for Guatemala;

My Lobotomy; Islam in Europe; 

Afro-Latin Americans;

The Whale Hunt;

Inside the Toughman. Bring to class next week a list of your three choices. Include the name and URL for each. I will then assign each of you one to critique.
	
	
	

	9/21
	
	Research: Locating sources, interviewing, finding original assets. Differences in search results.

Using Technorati and Google Blog Search.

Subscribing to RSS feeds.

Using Twitter for research.

The Invisible Web
	Creating a Google news alert.
	Ward, Chapter 3.

Verifying Information on the Web; Twitter basics; Twitter tips and tricks

	9/25
	Research post 2; Reporting post 2; Reaction post 2 (Look at a minimum of 10 days of posts on one of the blogs in our list and discuss it.)
	
	
	

	9/28
	
	Telling stories with text.

Fine tuning your writing: leads, transitions, endings, anecdotes, story structure.
Using links correctly.


	
	Ward, Chapters 4 and 5. Briggs, Chapters 4 and 6. Multimedia design: Navigation Maps and Storyboards; Journalism Stories: A multimedia approach part 1 and part 2; Making Online Journalism -- Part 4; Tips for Writing for the Web

	10/2
	Research post 3; Reporting post 3; Reaction post 3 (Read and discuss Basic Principles of Online Journalism: B Is for Brevity; A is for Adaptability; S is for Scannability; I is for Interactivity; C is for Community and Conversation (Part 1 and Part 2))
	
	
	

	10/5
	Storyboard
	Multimedia project design

CSS Zen Garden
Webshapes.org
Killersites.com
CSS for Online Journalism
	Constructing a stylesheet.
	Ward, Chapters 4 and 5. Briggs, Chapters 4 and 6. Multimedia design: Navigation Maps and Storyboards; Journalism Stories: A multimedia approach part 1 and part 2; Making Online Journalism -- Part 4; Tips for Writing for the Web; When, How to Tell Stories with Text, Multimedia 

	10/9
	Research post 4; Reporting post 4; Reaction post 4 (View and react to Ira Glass storytelling videos (Part One, Part Two, Part Three,Part Four)
	
	
	

	10/12
	Text module 1 (include a link from your home page)
	
	Review of text modules.
	

	10/16
	Research post 5; Reporting post 5; Reaction post 5  (Discuss at least two of the readings that have been assigned so far. One should be from one of the texts and one should be an online reading. What did you learn from them?) 
	
	
	

	10/19
	
	Telling stories with photos. Basics of photo composition. Editing photos with PhotoShop.

Creating text graphics and title screens.
	
	Briggs, Chapter 11; Why Photojournalists Should Gather Audio; Made for the Medium; Multimedia sports journalism (forum on using SoundSlides).

	10/23
	Research post 6; Reporting post 6; Reaction post 6 (Visit at least one of these sites and react to it on your blog: The Sonic Memorial Project; NPR Soundclips; SoundPortraits.org; A Voluble Visit with Two Talking Apes; Living on a Dollar a Day in Malawi; WYNC Radio Lab (podcasts are on the right rail -- listen to one of them))
	
	
	

	10/26
	Text module 2
	Telling stories with sound; capturing audio; editing audio; posting audio online.

Luis "TRIKZ" da Silva Nike commercial to accompany This American Life's "Meet the Pros"
	Editing audio.
	Briggs, Chapter 7;

Gathering Audio

	10/30
	Research post 7; Reporting post 7; Reaction post 7 (Visit at least one of the photo galleries on these sites and react to it on your blog: Washington Post Camera Works; BaltimoreSun.com Multimedia; MSNBC Multimedia;The Best of Photojournalism 2008 Do NOT critique a slide show.)
	
	
	

	11/2
	
	Planning and producing an effective multimedia slide show.


	Create a slide show with Soundslides. (You will need to bring in six to eight photos that tell a story and a 60- to 90-second narration.)
	 

	11/6
	Research post 8; Reporting post 8; Reaction post 8 
(Discuss at least three different interactive maps you find at 10,000 Words.)
	
	
	

	11/9
	
	Telling stories with interactive maps and data. Discuss maps at 10000 Words.
	Create a simple Google map.
	Visual Storytelling with Google’s MyMaps; The programmer as journalist: a Q&A with Adrian Holovaty

	11/13
	Research post 9; Reporting post 9; Reaction post 9 (Critique of multimedia project assigned to you early in the semester. How effective is it at telling a story? Do the multimedia elements enhance the text -- if any -- or just duplicate it? What works well? What could be better?)
	
	
	

	11/16
	Text module 3


	Legal and Ethical issues
	
	Libel suits, blogs, and comments; 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.ojr.org/ojr/wiki/ethics/" What are the ethics of online journalism? 

Online journalism ethics: A new frontier 

	11/20
	Research post 10; Reporting post 10  (no reaction post is due this week)
	
	
	

	11/23
	1) Slide show 

2) Google map
3) MCOM 507 students only: Text module 4. 

 
	Telling stories with video.

OnBeing; Super Fan; 

Zoo Tales; Amber Mac podcast; David Pogue; 

A Bronx School Revives; 

Last Call for Haircuts; 

Are EPA coal emission standards strict enough?
	
	Briggs, Chapters 9 and 10.

	11/30
	Post to your blog a list of links to all your comments on your classmates’ blogs. Title it “Links to Comments.” You need to post at least 15 comments to receive full credit.
	
	
	

	12/7
	Introduction to project
	
	
	

	12/11
	Reaction post 10 (Lessons learned from your project – reflections and evaluation)
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