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Finding Music on the Internet 

There are a number of useful websites that will allow you to listen to a 60 second sound 

clip of a classical musical composition.  Two of the most notable sites are Amazon 
(www.amazon.com) and Sony Music’s “The Essentials of Music” 
(www.essentialsofmusic.com).  While most of these are commercial sites, the actual 
musical clip is free for you to listen to on your computer.  In most cases, you will need a 
media player like Real Player, Windows Media, or QuickTime to be able to hear the clips 
on your computer.  You can search these sites by musical period (era) or composer 
name.    

Using the Naxos Music Library to Search for Music by Period 

All TU faculty and students have unlimited access to the Naxos Music Library database 
which will allow you to stream selections from their recordings library.  For basic 
instructions on opening the Naxos Music Library database, please consult the handout 
“Music on Your Desktop 24 Hours a Day.”  After opening the database, to search for 
music by musical period, click on the Advanced Search tab and follow these steps: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Click icon to display menu 
and select genre, ex. Choral-
sacred, Choral-secular 

Click icon to display and 
select musical period, ex. 
Renaissance, Baroque 

Be sure to choose 
Advanced Search option  

If you know a composer’s name, you can 
also search by the composer’s name to see 
a classified list of compositions arranged by 
musical genre.  See the next page for an 
example of searching by composer name. 



Using the Naxos Music Library to Search for Music by Composer Name 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clicking on any letter will give you an alphabetical list of composer names.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For further help using the Naxos Music Library, please contact Lisa.  Remember 
that you can also experiment with the Smithsonian Global Sound database, too. 

First, click on 
Composers 
option at main 
search screen 

Choose first letter 
of composer last 
name, ex. “M” for 
Mozart 

You will see a brief 
biography and a list of 
compositions by genre 

Next, scroll to a genre to see 
recording selections. 

Finally, click on the catalog number to 
stream that recording. 

First click 
on a 
composer 
name 



      Suggested Choral/Vocal Compositions by Period 

              Medieval 
von Bingen, Hildegard – Ordo Virtrutum, Hymns (various) 
Anonymous – Gregorian Chant, Plainsong (various) 
de Machaut, Guilliame– Masses, Motets (various) 
Dufay, Guilliame – Masses, Hymns (various) 
Dunstable, John – Masses, Hymns (various)  

    Renaissance 
Palestrina, Giovanni Pierluigi – Masses, Motets, Madrigals (various) 
Monteverdi, Claudio – Vespers, Masses, Madrigals, Motets (various) 
Desprez, Josquin – Masses, Chansons, Motets (various) 
Caccini, Francesca – Motets, Madrigals (various) 
Palestrina, Giovanni -  Masses, Motets, Madrigals (various) 

     Baroque 
Bach, Johann Sebastian - Mass in b minor, St. Matthew Passion, Christmas Oratorio, 
St. John Passion, Motets (various), Magnificat 
Purcell, Henry – Ode for St. Cecilia’s Day, Odes (various), Anthems (various) 
Handel, George Friderick – Oratorios: Messiah, Alexander’s Feast, Israel in Egypt, 
Cantatas (various) 

     Classical 
Mozart, Wofgang Amadeus – Ave Verum Corpus, Requiem, Masses, Te Deum, 
Exultate Jubilate 
Beethoven, Ludwig van – Symphony No. 9: Chorale Movement, Missa Solemnis, 
Cantatas (various) 
Haydn, Franz Joseph – Oratorios: The Seasons, The Creation, Masses: Lord Nelson 
Mass, Coronation and others 

    Romantic  
Brahms, Johannes - German Requiem, Three Sacred Choruses, Motets 
Mendelssohn, Felix – Oratorios: Elijah, St. Paul 
Schumann, Robert –  Requiem, Das Paradies und die Peri, Romanzen und Balladen 
Schubert, Franz – Masses, Ave Maria 
Faure, Gabriel - Requiem 

     20th Century 
Durufle, Maurice – Requiem, Motets (various) 
Stravinsky, Igor – Requiem Canticles, Symphony of Psalms  
Rachmaninoff, Sergei – Vespers, The Bells 
Gorecki, Henryk – Totus Tuus 
Part, Arvo – Te Deum, Magnificat 
Orff, Carl – Carmina Burana 
Thompson, Randall – Testament of Freedom, Frostiana 
Copland, Aaron – Canticle of Freedom, Motets (various),  
Beach, Amy – Lord of All Being, Evening Hymn 
Barber, Samuel – Sure on This Shining Night, Agnus Dei 
Corigliano, John – Fern Hill 
Adams, John – On the Transmigration of Souls 

  

 
 
 
     Albert S. Cook Library, Towson University     03/09 lw  

For research help on this or any other research project, contact a reference 
librarian in person at the Cook Library Reference Desk, by phone at (410) 704-
2462, or via the web at http://cooklibrary.towson.edu. 
 


